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Poverty in the U.S. 
Opinion explores the lack of 
concern for the poor. A5 
LU theatre presents 
'Little Women'— a classic tale 
of conflict and romance. B6 
David 
Ring 
speaks 
at TRBC 
By Cory Palmer 
NEWS REPORTER 
Evangelist and motivational 
speaker David Ring spoke to a 
full sanctuary Sunday night at 
Thomas Road Baptist Church. 
In his 15th appearance at 
the church, Ring shared with 
the TRBC congregation his life 
story - a story that begins in 
tragedy but nevertheless ends 
in triumph. 
In a message filled with 
both remarkable passion and 
witty humor, Ring delivered 
his testimony and admon-
ished those in attendance to 
do all that they can for Christ, 
regardless of what circum-
stances they must work to 
overcome. 
"I have cerebral palsy -
what's your problem?" joked 
Ring. 
Ring was born in 
Jonesboro, Ark. on October 
28,1953. Tragedy struck Ring 
at the youngest of ages, when 
he was pronounced dead for 
18 minutes. This incident 
caused him to develop cere-
bral palsy. 
" Ring's father passed away 
when he was very young. He 
was raised by his mother until 
age 14, when she lost the bat-
de against cancer. 
As an orphan, young Ring 
moved from family to family, 
never able to call somewhere 
home. 
Voter turnout a record for elections 
By Joshua King 
Please see RING, page A2 
NEWS REPORTER 
The Democratic Party celebrated 
last week after the 2006 midterm 
elections resulted in a congressional 
makeover that stunned many 
Republican politicians. 
Despite Republican efforts to main-
tain.control of the U.S. Congress, the 
election ended with the Democrats 
taking over majority power in both 
the House of Representatives and 
Senate. 
Perhaps the most surprising factor 
of the election, however, was voter 
turnout. The Center for the Study of 
the American Electorate at American 
University reported that more than 
40 percent of nationally registered 
voters cast their ballots in this year's 
election, including a record number 
of absentee ballots. 
Virginia's overall turnout was 
exceptionally high at more than 43 
percent, contrary to popular opinion 
that the heavy rains throughout the 
region on Election Day would keep 
people home. 
In Lynchburg, the percentage was 
even higher as 51 percent of the city's 
registered voters went to the polls. 
One of Lynchburg's busiest precincts, 
Memorial Christian Church on 
Perrymont Avenue, actually ran out 
of its 1,200 paper ballots. 
Even though many precincts 
offered voters the option to cast their 
ballot electronically through touch-
screen machines, the're were still 
those that were overwhelmed by the 
sheer number of voters. 
One of the reasons for the surpris-
ing turnout was a significant increase 
in the number of younger partici-
pants. 
According to Reuters, nearly 24 
percent of American voters age 30 or 
younger took part in the election, 
which was also the largest amount in 
almost 20 years. Many believe it was 
because of issues like the war in Iraq. 
"(Voting) is very important to me," 
said Liberty senior Joses Merat. "There 
are young men and women from all 
over this country dying in Iraq to pro-
tect the free society that we live in. I not 
only see it as something important but 
something to take pride in each time we 
get the opportunity." 
Please see ELECTION, page A3 
Barrick 
family 
still in 
recovery 
By Joanne Tang 
NEWS EDITOR 
More than a week after 
the head-on collision on 
Nov. 5 that placed director 
of alumni affairs Andy 
Barrick and his family in 
several hospitals, the fami-
ly is making strides toward 
full recovery. 
Andy has had surgery to 
repair his pelvis, which was 
severely damaged in the 
wreck, according to an e-
mail update sent by 
Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operating 
Officer Dr. Ron Godwin. 
The e-mail update also 
said that Andy will require 
several more surgeries in 
the future. 
Andy has been trans-
ferred from Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital to the 
UVa Medical Center in 
Charlottesville for further 
treatment and testing. 
His wife, Linda, is in 
improving condition. She 
underwent surgery on Nov. 
7 at Lynchburg General 
Hospital to treat her bro-
ken arm and foot. 
It is expected that Linda 
will be released soon, 
according to Godwin. 
"She is getting stronger," 
said Paula Egel, a family 
friend. Egel also said that 
Linda is in excellent spir-
its. 
Please see BARRICK, page A3 
Biology prof publishes article CFAW takes over LU campus 
By Joanne Tang 
NEWS EDITOR 
The human mind is a tricky thing — it is 
immensely complex, full of intricacies that 
have made scientists wonder and explore its 
depths for centuries. Unfortunately, one 
thing scientists have noticed is that some-
times, the brain fails to archive all the mem-
ories and facts humans accumulate over the 
years. For the last 100 years, scientists have, 
piece by piece, made progress in putting 
together the puzzle that is Alzheimer's dis-
ease. 
Here at Liberty, Dr. David DeWitt, profes-
sor of biology, has published his piece of the 
puzzle. 
He and a colleague from the University of 
Virginia set out to research and experiment 
in the field of Alzheimer's disease. At the 
start of their collaboration in 1999. their 
funding came from another grant. 
"(The grant) allowed us to do the ground 
work," DeWitt said. 
When the National Institutes of Health 
gave DeWitt a four-year, $122,000 grant, 
DeWitt was able to purchase a $40,000 flu-
orescent microscope and a bio-imaging 
machine that detects protein levels in sam-
ples and compares them. With the equip-
ment, he was also able to do research at 
Liberty rather than drive to Charlottesville 
to conduct his experiments. He said it was 
helpful, especially when he had experiments 
that required more than a day. 
The project initially began differently. 
DeWitt was examining cell death, but as 
research progressed, DeWitt saw that the 
problem had more to do with cell transport. 
The research team then took off in this new 
direction. 
The new focus of their research was direct-
ly related to synapse loss, one of the hall-
marks of Alzheimer's disease. Synapse loss 
disrupts the transport of mitochondria, 
which provides energy to the cells. 
Please see ARTICLE, page A3 
By Amy Field 
AKIHIVI; PHOTO BY ADAM HISIIOP 
THE SCIENTIST — Dr. Dewitt directs the Center for 
Creation Studies and is an associate professor of biology. 
ASST. NEWS EDITOR 
Liberty University's campus was flooded 
for the second time this semester by high 
school students attending College For A 
Weekend. Students, along with their families 
and youth group leaders, began to arrive at 
Liberty on the afternoon of Thursday, Nov. 9, 
and most departed Sunday morning. The 
weekend was full' of activities for those 
attending CFAW, dubbed "CFAWers" by 
Liberty students. 
Such activities 
included mock dorm 
hall meetings on 
Thursday evening and 
attending convocation 
and classes on Friday. 
Friday evening and 
Saturday offered a 
variety of sporting 
events to choose from 
and a concert to 
attend. 
"I'm here because of 
the journalism and the 
hockey programs," 
said high school senior 
Billy Armstrong. The 
17-year old is planning 
to attend Liberty in the 
Fall of 2007. "Liberty 
seems like a school 
environment without too many distractions," 
he said. 
After a day of academic classes and CFAW 
meetings, students got to enjoy another aspect 
of Liberty's campus life — sports. The weekend 
would hold solid victories for all of Liberty's 
sports teams. Hockey games were held on 
Friday and Saturday evening against the 
University of Maryland, as CFAWers joined 
Liberty students at LaHaye Ice Center to cheer 
the team on to two wins. 
Please see CFAW, page A3 
. l l S S K A Wl.BKK 
w i t h a g o o d C h r i s t i a n INCOMING — As high school students arrived, they registered in the DeMoss Atrium. 
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This semester I have boldly ventured into 
uncharted waters to cover issues that no man 
has dared in the past. This week, I conclude 
my journey of controversy with the most pop-
ular of them all. I have decided to take the 
relationship status one step further. I know 
many people go to college 
hoping for their significant 
other, but the stakes 
seems a little higher here. 
This makes me wonder if 
Liberty is an institution of 
higher learning or a sin-
gles club with a five-digit 
cover charge. 
Guys, if you aren't famil-
iar with what I'm talking 
about, then let me help 
you out. Interested in a girl? Sure you are, or 
at least you had better be. Make sure you take 
a gander at her left hand for a little extra 
"bling" before you drop your token pickup 
line. This isn't high school anymore. Some of 
these girls are married already. 
I made this mistake my first week at LU. I 
started talking to this little southern bumpkin 
- OK, I wasn't really talking. I was blatantly 
hitting on her and couldn't have made it more 
obvious. Before I knew it, she dropped the 
words "my husband." I was petrified. That 
ghastly term was so foreign to me. Besides, 
marriage is for old people, right? 
Apparently, not around here. 
I know I'm not alone in this matter. Many 
people will accuse me by saying that all of this 
is an excuse due to my lengthy streak of sin-
gleness, but that is just hogwash. 
So, am I against marriage? Not at all. I'm 
looking forward to rolling around with my 
super fine wife and screaming kids in our 
Volvo wagon someday. My point is that I feel 
too many students rush into marriage and get 
married for the wrong reasons. Many of them 
impose a time limit — when it's up, they go for 
Mr. or Ms. Right Now without thinking the 
decision entirely through. My advice? Scrap 
the time frame, keep your eyes open, enjoy 
your singleness and let God handle the rest. 
I'm looking forward 
to rolling around with 
my superfine wife and 
screaming kids in our 
Volvo wagon someday. 
Another concern I have is whether so many 
of these college couples can fully comprehend 
the commitment and responsibility of mar-
riage or if they are just worried they will be 
abandoned after graduation. Personally, I 
can't imagine being married at this age. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Homework and jobs own 
most of my time. 
Also, I can barely sup-
port myself let alone 
someone else, and finan-
cial trouble is not some-
thing I want to start a fam-
ily with. 
I can assure you that my 
future wife and I will not 
be sitting on an inflatable 
loveseat in a studio apart-
ment every Saturday night, watching reruns 
of the "Old Time Gospel Hour" while eating 
Ramen noodles and worrying about how the 
bills will get paid. 
I know money isn't everything, but by 
engaging in holy matrimony I will become a 
grown man, full of new responsibilities. 
Bumming cash from my old man is definitely 
not feasible. t 
The pressure to get hitched at this age does 
not all come from school. My mother doesn't 
let me go a week without hinting at marriage 
and how she wants grandchildren. So here I 
am, graduating without a spouse by my side, 
which is perfectly fine with me. My twenties is 
my time to fulfill my dreams of backpacking 
the Swiss Alps, owning a Lotus Esprit, finding 
a job I actually enjoy and getting out of debt -
although the first two pretty much contradict 
the last. 
In conclusion I say to the collegiate married 
couple — you can keep your weekends with 
the in-laws and dirty diapers. I'll choose a dif-
ferent route. This is my time to live life to the 
fullest and enjoy what freedom I have left. I'll 
have plenty of time for minivans and soccer 
practice further down the road. 
Contact Jay Guthrie at jtguthrie@lib-
erty.edu. 
Hybrid cars get market share 
ByJenniThurman 
NEWS REPORTER 
The hybrid car market is finding its niche 
in Virginia, which is quickly becoming one of 
the most popular states for hybrid sales. 
With over 7,500 registered hybrids in 
Virginia this year alone, the state is battling 
the likes of California, Florida and Texas for 
the leading number of sales in the U.S. 
While hybrids are gaining popularity -
about 210,000 have been sold in 2006, com-
pared to 20,000 in 2001 - skeptics remain in 
the midsize sedan camp. , 
Confusion over new hybrid technology is 
one of the main factors that can discourage 
potential buyers. 
"Don't you have to plug hybrid cars into the 
wall?" asked junior Alyson Bruner. 
Hybrids utilize a system called regenera-
tive braking, which recycles energy lost while 
braking to power the vehicle's rechargeable 
batteries. 
By using what Honda calls an Integrated 
Motor System, hybrid cars can have a gaso-
line-powered engine and a partially electric 
motor. The result is a vehicle that reduces 
harmful emissions and significantly 
improves gas mileage. 
Although the idea of a car engine that turns 
off when stopped to preserve energy seems 
odd, the benefits of hybrid technology are 
appealing. 
While low emission rates from hybrids are 
potential selling points to drivers, increased 
hybrid sales in the region show that fuel effi-
ciency is a rising concern among Virginians. 
With Virginia gas prices currently averag-
ing* $2.00 for a gallon of regular gas, the 
2006 Toyota Prius - which averages 60 
miles per gallon in the city - could be a com-
mon sense purchase for penny pinchers in 
the Lynchburg area. 
Sophomore Andrew Thompson drives his 
2004 Toyota Prius Hatchback because of the 
money he saves on gas, although he does not 
appreciate the stigma that comes hand-in-
hand with owning a hybrid. 
"Some people automatically assume you 
are some type of super liberal and environ-
mentalist freak who ties himself to trees to 
save the environment," he said. 
Even if hybrid drivers do not intend to be 
environmentally friendly, emissions from 
hybrid cars do far less damage than vehicles 
with conventional motors. According to 
HybridCars.com, the 2006 Toyota Prius 
emits about 50 percent less carbon dioxide 
than the 2006 Toyota Camry. 
While preventing the escalation of global 
warming could be compelling to Virginia 
drivers, the price tag on hybrids may prevent 
potential owners from taking the plunge. 
Berglund Oak Ridge Toyota on Wards Road 
lists an average MSRP of $21,000 for the 
2006 Toyota Prius, which is currently the 
best-selling and most affordable hybrid in 
the U.S. 
For consumers who desire a more luxuri-
ous hybrid, however, the price skyrockets. 
The 2006 Lexus RX 400I1 SUV tops the 
charts at $48,000, which pre-sold 12,000 
units before its official release. With num-
bers like that, the U.S. hybrid market must be 
doing something right. 
Despite a rising demand for hybrids in the 
U.S., sports utility vehicle drivers may 
remain rooted in tradition, regardless of 
whether their gas-guzzlers are conducive to 
protecting the environment or not. 
Bruner, whose Ford Expedition gets 12.5 
miles per gallon, says she would prefer to 
stick with her SUV. 
"I can hold a lot of people in my Expe-
dition. The way I see it, that's one person 
driving rather than three or four people driv-
ing, so that actually helps the environment," 
she said. 
After driving a 2003 Toyota Prius for three 
years, junior Charles Reed traded 48 miles 
per gallon for a pickup truck because he felt 
the hybrid was too cramped. 
"I did go back to driving a regular car. Now 
I drive a Dodge Dakota Pickup. It only gets 16 
miles per gallon, but I enjoy driving it a lot 
more," he said. 
Even so, regardless of drivers who prefer 
the space of a larger SUV or the convenience 
of a pickup truck, the U.S. hybrid market will 
continue to expand. HybridCars.com pre-
dicts that there will be one million hybrid 
cars on American soil by 2008. 
Contact Jenni Thurman at jthurman@lib-
erty.edu. 
RING: Turning unfortunate circumstances into glory for God 
Continued from page 1 
He became quite discouraged and lost all confidence in him-
self, eventually dropping out of high school. 
Ring's sister insisted that he return to church, which he had 
neglected after losing both parents. Although reluctant at first, 
Ring gave it a second chance and soon found salvation. In 1970, 
he dedicated his life to Christ. 
"I got down on my bony knees and asked God to save me," 
recalled Ring. 
Ring's newfound faith turned his life in a new direction. 
"I'm not lonely anymore," said Ring. "I've been to the doctor 
- Dr. Jesus." 
With this inspiration, Ring returned to high school, where he 
graduated in 1971. He went on to William Jewell College and 
earned his bachelor's degree in 1976. 
His ministry began in 1973. After college, he began preaching 
at revival services throughout the nation. Throughout the years, 
his ministry continued to grow. These days, Ring brings his 
inspirational story to over 100,000 people each year. 
During the course of his ministry, he also met Karen, his 
future wife. 
"My body may be crippled, but my eyes are A-OK," joked 
Ring. 
Ring married Karen on September 5, 1981, in the same 
church at which they met two years prior. 
Ring soon proved doctors who said he would not be able to 
have children wrong. His first daughter, Apri.l was born the fol-
lowing year, and he has since been blessed with three more chil-
dren. 
"They told me I wouldn't be a daddy, but I am four times," 
said Ring. 
Many of those in attendance found the message quite inspira-
tional. 
"The things that this man endured, for him to come to God in 
the end and reach all those people - it's remarkable," said 
Wanda Green, a Lynchburg resident. "I've never heard a story 
like his before in my entire life." 
"It made me want to get up and go do something for the Lord, 
that's for sure," said Michael Rosen, a College for a Weekend 
parent who stayed in town to hear Ring's message. "If a man 
born with cerebral palsy can enrich so many lives, why can't 
we?" 
Contact Cory Palmer at cpalmer2@liberty.edu. 
AlEX TOWERS 
REMARKABLE LIFE — Ring gives his message a touch of humor and heart. 
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ELECTION: Close Senate race CFAW: Concert moves crowd 
Continued from page 1 
"It's an important election because it will 
determine what will be done in the next few 
years," said Dr. Thomas Metallo, an associate 
professor of the Helms School of 
Government. 
Here in Virginia, the senatorial race 
between Democrat Jim Webb and 
Republican George Allen drew national 
attention, both because it was one of the 
most closely contested and because of its vit-
riolic nature. According to election results 
from Fox News, Webb led Allen by just over 
7,200 votes, constituting a mere one percent-
age point difference. With such a slim differ-
ence, Virginia would have allowed Allen to 
call for a recount. Two days after the election, 
however, Allen conceded the race. 
"I do not wish to cause more rancor by pro-
tracted litigation that would not, in my opin-
ion, alter the results," said Allen during his 
concession speech. 
In spite of Allen's loss, several local 
Republicans did gain victories in the House 
of Representatives. Rep. Virgil Goode, Jr. 
defeated Democratic challenger Al Weed for 
the 5th Congressional District seat, while 
Rep. Bob Goodlatte beat out two independ-
ent candidates for the 6th Congressional 
District seat. 
Virginia conservatives al lie 
passage of a constitutional amendment 
defining marriage between one man and one 
woman. The amendment passed by a 57 per-
cent majority in the face of predictions that 
the vote would have been much closer. 
The other two amendments on the Virginia 
ballot also passed. One would allow for the 
incorporation of churches. 
The other would allow the government to 
offer tax breaks to landowners who make 
improvements to conservation and redevel-
opment property. 
Contact Joshua King at jlking@liber-
ty.edu. 
ARTICLE: Minds hard at work 
Continued from page 1 
"If you (look at) spinal nerves, it has the 
main part of the cell in the spine but it has 
synapses far away," DeWitt said. 
He explained that the connection between 
the nerves and the axons in the brain are dis-
rupted, and this may be one of the causes of 
synapse loss. 
The premise of the resulting article, "Peri-
nuclear clustering of mitochondria is trig-
gered during aluminum mal-
tolate induced apoptosis," is 
that failure to transport mito-
chondria leads to synapse 
loss because mitochondria 
are not there to provide the 
energy the synapse needs. He 
said the defect might be the 
"inability to send mitochon-
dria where it needs to be." 
"My focus had been to 
understand the fundamental 
triggers that lead to Alzheimer's pathology," 
DeWitt said. He stressed that the research 
into Alzheimer's pathology starts at the bot-
tom. "If we don't know the central problem, 
we don't know how to fix it," he said. 
Another benefit of being able to experi-
ment at Liberty was that DeWitt could 
involve students. Three of the contributors to 
the: article are Liberty students. Senior 
Brigitte Townsend has been working on the 
project since her freshman year. Kathleen 
"If we don't know 
the central problem, 
we don't know 
how to fix it." 
Dr. David DeWitt 
PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY 
Griffioen graduated from Liberty and is a 
graduate student at George Washington 
University. 
"My experience here has taught me impor-
tant lab techniques and principles and has 
been a great introduction and foundation for 
a research career," said Townsend. 
The work that DeWitt and his colleagues 
have done so far has contributed to the uni-
versity in a magnitude of ways. One is that 
students in his biology classes are conducting 
experiments that are related 
to the Alzheimer's work that 
DeWitt and his colleagues 
have done. 
"Students have access to 
the research materials I had," 
said DeWitt. He said this 
allowed students to be on a 
level field with other univer-
sities. 
DeWitt is currently work-
ing on obtaining a grant from 
Wake Forest University. 
There are still many mysteries and ques-
tions that have yet to be answered. Even so, 
with the research being conducted and the 
minds hard at work at unraveling the way 
this degenerative disease works, every day of 
progress is one step closer to helping those 
with Alzheimer's disease. 
Conracr Joanne Tang at jtang@liber-
ty.edu. 
Continued from page 1 
Saturday afternoon, CFAWers were a part 
of the Rocco Era at Williams Stadium as the 
Liberty Flames football team brought its sea-
son's record to 5-5 with a 34-20 win over 
Charleston Southern University. The Flames' 
victory decisively ended Charleston South-
ern's 14-game winning streak. In addition, 
Liberty's men's and women's basketball 
teams scored big over Cedarville and Norfolk 
State University at the Vines Center on 
Saturday night, winning 91-
53 and 76-62 respectively. 
The weekend continued on 
Saturday night with a concert 
by Atlanta-based crunk band 
Family Force 5, and Edison 
Glass, a group from Long 
Island, N.Y. Family Force 5, 
known for its style of music, 
mixing pop, rock and punk, 
took the stage and was a real 
crowd-pleaser. 
CFAWers Evan Hutchinson 
and Derek Pinkerton, both 
16, said the concert was the 
highlight of their weekend at 
Liberty. 
While both Hutchinson 
and Pinkerton enjoyed the 
concert, they were pleasantly 
surprised by the social life 
they found in Dorm 18-2, the 
dorm they stayed in for the 
weekend. 
"I liked it a lot, and I learned a lot about 
college," said Hutchinson. "I didn't realize 
that everyone on the hall would know each 
other and would all be friends." 
Sunday morning campus church wrapped 
up CFAW, with Campus Pastor Johnnie Moore 
giving a sermon on God's love as he empha-
sized to the audience that God cares when 
times seemed uncertain. 
Contact Amy Field at afield@liberty.edu. 
ALEX TOWERS 
PAYING ATTENTION — Two CFAWers sit in convocation on Friday. 
BARRICK: Long road to recovery 
Continued from page 1 
"(Linda) just has a very strong faith in the 
Lord that has carried her through," she said. 
According to Egel, Linda's son Josh, 11, who 
suffered a broken nose and is now staying 
with friends of the family, has been visiting 
and has been praying with his mother. 
Godwin, considering the extent of the acci-
dent, said in the e-mail that "(the) family's 
improvement is indeed miraculous." 
According to the Lynchburg News & 
Advance, Jen, 15, is in a medically induced 
coma at the UVa Medical Center. Doctors 
there are treating her for a severe brain 
injury. According to Godwin, she has been 
improving. 
Corey Peters, the driver of the pickup truck 
that struck the Barrick family, is still in criti-
cal condition at Lynchburg General Hospital 
and faces a DUI charge. Recent reports from 
the News & Advance say Peters has a history 
of violations, ranging from driving under the 
influence and driving on a suspended license 
to underage possession of alcohol. 
It was reported in a Nov. 9 article of the 
News & Advance that Peters had been 
charged with three DUI offenses in the last 
six years. 
Peters was convicted of his first DUI in 
Dec. 2001 but not his second in May 2003. 
According to Virginia law, a third DUI charge 
can be counted as a Class 6 felony charge 
only if the previous two were convictions. 
The Barrick family is requesting special 
prayer for Peters and his family. 
Contact 
ty.edu. 
Joanne Tang at jtang@liber-
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OPINION "It is a poverty to decide that a child must die so that you may live as you wish." — Mother Teresa 
Are the poor still with us? 
Impoverished citizens of the wealthiest nation 
karimitchell 
The amount of damage caused 
by Hurricane Katrina over a 
year ago was incredible, almost 
unbelievable. Many people lost 
their homes, their jobs - and 
worse, their families. There 
were over 200,000 homes in 
the city of New Orleans alone. 
Think about the people in New 
Orleans, as well as the rest of 
Louisiana, Alabama and 
Mississippi, who were also 
affected by this storm. 
# 
r » ' 
t, -
' . -
1 
Now think about the people who were living without food or 
shelter before the hurricane even hit. Were these people shown 
the same empathy? The aftermath of Katrina put the issue of 
poverty in the news. Bruce S. Gordon, president and chief exec-
utive officer of the NAACP, was quoted in a Washington Post 
article saying: "Katrina has been an attention-getting experi-
ence for this administration. It's clear that the administration 
has not had (black and poor people) as high on their priority list 
as they should have." 
Poverty is a problem that thousands of people in this country 
are experiencing on a daily basis, and not simply because of a 
natural disaster. However, little compassion is given to the 
poor. Those that have the ability to help are unaware that pover-
ty exists; they don't want to acknowledge that it exists or they 
just don't understand the nature of poverty. 
Poverty does exist in America. All states experience some 
degree of poverty, as statistics show. According to the 2002 U.S. 
Census bureau, about 27 percent of the New Orleans population 
was living below the poverty line. The state with one of the high-
est poverty rates was Louisiana at 18 percent of its total popula-
tion, and the state with one of the lowest rates was New 
Hampshire at six percent. Overall, about 12 percent of the total 
U.S. population was living in poverty in 2002. This may not 
sound like a significantly large percentage - however, there are 
close to 35 million individuals whose basic needs were not being 
sufficiently met. 
The people whose needs are not being met are of various ages, 
both sexes and of different races. The stereotype of a person in 
poverty is of someone who is unwilling to work, but this is an 
inaccurate assumption. Half the poor are either too young or too 
old to work. About 10 percent are elderly and about 40 percent 
are children. 
Women head about 40 percent of the families in poverty. The 
stereotype is of the woman who became pregnant outside of 
marriage, but this is only the case in a small percentage. Other 
factors include divorce and lower wages paid to women. Explain 
the 35 percent of those in poverty who live in married-couple 
families. What about the 20 percent who live alone or with non-
relatives? About five percent live in other settings. 
Poverty also affects all races. About 11 percent of white 
Americans are poor and about 26 percent of African Americans 
and Latinos live in poverty. Many believe that there are more 
blacks and Hispanics in poverty since the percentage is higher, 
but there are more whites in the overall U.S. population. Over 
half of poor Americans are actually white. Anyone, regardless of 
age, sex or race, can be affected by poverty. 
Stereotyping is not accurate - these people are people, and 
should be valued as such. They're Americans, living in the 
wealthiest nation in the world. Yet, there is still distance 
between "the rich" and "the poor" because of their differences in 
lifestyles. However, the poor do not choose to be poor. 
After Hurricane Katrina's destruction, survivors of the storm 
were taken to various shelters. Barbara Bush told a reporter for 
"Marketplace," a program on NPR radio, "What I'm hearing, 
which is sort of scary, is they all want to stay in Texas. Everyone 
is so overwhelmed by the hospitality. And so many of the people 
in the arena here, you know, were underprivileged anyway, so 
this is working very well for them." Her comment was probably 
accurately stated, but insensitive regardless. The hurricane hit 
and the country wanted to help the people who were impacted 
by this storm. But why weren't missions teams flocking to New 
Orleans before Katrina? The same people were there suffering. 
Did missions groups and the government know that? The pres-
ence of poverty in the U.S. must be acknowledged. 
People often associate poverty with the conditions of third-
world countries and not with America. The poverty line is 
approximately three times the amount of money a family would 
spend on groceries, but it varies by families and even by year. 
Unlike in third-world countries, Americans are blessed to have 
access to groceries and food. However, parents should not give 
children the false idea that people are not starving in the U.S., 
or even more specifically, in the child's own neighborhood. 
Think of a mother who tells her little child, "Eat all your veg-
etables. There are starving children in Africa." The mother 
wants to teach her child to be thankful for his or her food and 
not to be wasteful when other children do not have any food. 
However, why doesn't the mother say, "Eat all your vegetables. 
There are starving children in Louisiana"? It's not America's 
biggest problem, but it is a problem that those 35 million 
Americans faced in 2002. 
Why don't we help those 35 million fellow American citizens? 
Simply put, it would be impossible for one person to help them 
all. That is why poverty has become a dichotomy, having two 
causes which evoke either empathy or judgment. 
However, before judgment is cast, it is important to under-
stand the nature of the problem. Poverty is closely related to 
social structure. Various limitations can result from social class, 
such as those regarding schooling and privilege. Every area of 
life, including family, education, marriage, health, politics and 
religion, is affected by a person's social class and will reflect a 
particular lifestyle. Those living in poverty found it harder to 
escape the storm with no money, no transportation or no other 
place to go. Some were just stubborn, but for many, there were 
limited resources. The news referred to those who were able to 
successfully escape as "refugees," as if they were from another 
country. No - they are Americans who were suffering. 
A person in poverty typically will not suffer long. It's possible 
to create a better life, despite the many hindering factors. The 
American social system provides opportunities for mobility to 
every individual. One of the most common forms of mobility is 
intergenerational mobility, in which children end up in a differ-
ent class than their parents. 
Poverty is dynamic and ever changing. Despite what many 
believe, positive statistics show that, on average, people live in 
poverty for less than a year. Only about 12 percent remain in 
poverty for five or more consecutive years. And children born in 
poverty are not likely to be poor as adults. In 1996, the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act was 
passed. The law set a cap of five years on welfare and required 
recipients to look for employment. The idea is to encourage 
recipients to get back on their feet sooner and prevent people 
from "abusing the system." 
Due to poverty's negative connotation in the United States, 
little sympathy is given to those who are struggling financially. 
Critical action can not be taken unless people are aware that 
poverty exists, acknowledge that it is affecting people in the U.S. 
and understand the nature of the problem. Only then will 
advancements be made in eliminating this serious crisis. 
Contact Kari Mitchell at kdmitchell2@liberty.edu. 
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S P © Q k U (D l Wiry does poverty still exist in America today? 
"I think it is a combination of a lack 
of genuine love and care for our fel-
low man and an attitude of laziness 
by those who could make their own 
lives better." 
—Beth Humphrey, Jr. 
Delanson, N.Y. 
"Because some people are too lazy 
to go out and get jobs." 
-SC08 Miller, Fr. 
Houston, Texas 
"It is a combination of laziness and 
missed opportunities." 
Megan Aniideneau, Jr. 
Houston, IV \as 
"The answer is simple: pure 
selfishness." 
Danielle McCarthy, Jr. 
Rome, Maine 
"Because the government spends 
money on wasteful research and 
projects rather than investing into 
worthwhile preventative measures 
against poverty." 
—John Crawford, Fr. 
Orlando, Flu. 
"It doesn't.... (The) welfare system 
in the U.S. creates dependent peo-
ple rather than an able-bodied 
workforce. Even the poorest in the 
U.S. are wealthier than the third-
world middle class." 
-Mike Hoyt, Sr. 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
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COMMENTARY 
Lessons learned: interpreting the 2006 election 
davidernest 
With the 2006 Mid-term elec-
tions behind us, many look to the 
next two years with great antici-
pation while others would rather 
ignore the happenings of last 
Tuesday night and look to 2008 
for redemption. Either way, 
there are many lessons to be 
learned for both sides and there 
are several things that both 
Republicans and Democrats 
must do if they plan on any long-
term success. 
Thus, it is the aim of this contribution to shed light on what tran-
spired on November 7 and what both parties must do to further 
their respective causes. 
Going into Election Day, I forecasted a loss of the House of 
Representatives to the Democrats by a margin of about 15 to 20 
seats. In the Upper House, I felt that Republicans would retain con-
trol by one or two seats. I was wrong — when all the dust had set-
tled, Republicans found themselves at a loss of 28 House seats and 
six Senate seats. What went wrong for the GOP and what went right 
for the Democrats? I don't think a vote for the Democratic candi-
date^) meant an affirmation of the party's agenda or ideology, but 
was instead a vote against the status quo. 
Rarely do the adversarial Washington papers agree on which 
issue the election was decided, but both the Times and Post agree 
that the factor this election hinged on was the conflict in Iraq. 
Michael Grunwald, a Washington Post staffwriter, wrote on Nov. 8, 
"Only 34 percent believed the war has improved America's security, 
down from 46 percent in 2004. The more importance a voter 
attached to the war, the more likely he or she was to vote 
Democratic." The same day, Donald Lambro of the Washington 
Times wrote, "The 2006 elections will be remembered by 
Democrats as the year they learned from their mistakes, chose can-
didates who appealed to swing voters and ran against the Iraq war 
by saying it was 'time for a change' in strategy." 
I agree with the assertions made by both commentators as the 
public's perception does appear to be viewing Iraq as a quagmire -
dare I say in the like of Vietnam? However you may view the con-
flict in Iraq, I doubt anyone enjoys hearing daily about the numbers 
injured or killed in the latest attack. Americans simply don't want to 
"stay the course" if this is what their daily headlines will continue to 
read for the indefinite future. Increased job growth, a record Dow 
Jones Industrial Average and low gas prices are all factors that nor-
mally provide excellent prospects for incumbents, yet they faded to 
the background in light of Iraq. Americans want fresh ideas and do 
not want to continue putting faith in a strategy and an administra-
tion that is viewed by most as too intransigent to believe they could 
ever be mistaken about the larger strategy in Iraq. 
What must the GOP do to rebound in 2008? First, it must recog-
nize that it has lost the faith of most Americans right now. Although 
I believe that Iraq was the decisive factor in the election, the cor-
ruption and scandal in the party has tarnished its image as well. 
Republicans must remain impeccable from this point forward if 
they hope to have a chance to hold onto the presidency and poten-
tially retake Congress in 2008. 
Furthermore, they must give the appearance of a reasonably con-
ciliatory agenda and dialogue in both Houses of Congress. The GOP 
needs to recognize that the American people have spoken and are 
not comfortable with complete Republican control. A return to con-
servative principles is unquestionably in order for the party, and 
there are still rising stars within the party who need to remain in the 
spotlight, most notably Maryland Lieutenant Governor, Michael 
Steele. 
The Republicans should not waste their presidential nomination 
in 2008 on any candidate with close ties to the Bush White House if 
they hold out hope of pulling out a win. There remain only two 
Republicans with any election potential in two years — John 
McCain and Mitt Romney. McCain has openly held moderate 
stances on many issues and had outright clash with the Bush 
administration on multiple occasions. Romney, on the other hand, 
has seen unprecedented success as a strong conservative candidate 
in an overwhelmingly Democratic state. 
Now, the Democrats. Fresh off an election cycle that saw them 
reclaim both Houses of Congress, the party is anxious to put forth 
its plans and agenda. However, they must remain humble as the 
election was not a declaration of Democratic ideological identity by 
the electorate. The public is weary of the stagnant political climate, 
and despite no definitive plan for solving the Iraqi crisis, Americans 
are willing to give Democrats a chance to at least challenge the 
Republican strategy. This is a golden opportunity for the Democrats 
to fend off the far left reaches of their party and close the gap in the 
public's perception that, excluding Iraq, they support the war on 
terror. 
This strategy was taken up by challengers, perhaps seen most 
clearly right here in Virginia. The incumbent, George Allen, has 
been seen as an establishment Republican who votes with the 
President and never challenges party leadership. Seeing that mod-
erate Democrats seem to have been doing well in past years, the 
party pitted Naval Academy graduate, Navy Cross recipient and for-
mer Reaganite James Webb against Senator Allen. Although Allen 
had been popular, Webb made large gains after Allen made com-
ments to a Webb staffer that were seen as racist. On November 7, 
about 8,000 more ballots were cast for Webb than Allen in a race 
that tipped the balance of the Senate to the Democrats. 
It will be interesting to watch how many of these newly elected 
moderate Democrats will be able to resist the lobby and hold their 
stances. Should they be able to do this and keep a reasonable agen-
da, they will grow in favor with the American people. If they are able 
to counter the Bush Iraq policy with a detailed one of their own, 
there could be a reign of Democratic power lasting for several elec-
tion cycles. 
We learn from the 2006 mid-term elections that, first, not all pol-
itics are local. Foreign policy is unquestionably important in the 
post-9/11 era and right now the Iraqi conflict is the leading issue in 
that province. Secondly, a party does not have to offer the best pol-
icy option. The American electorate will vote for another candidate 
on the grounds of negation alone, just as it offered the Democrats 
power despite that party's lack of an explicit course of action in Iraq. 
Lastly, in the current political climate, it is best to be perceived as 
a moderate regardless of party. Democrats have made gains in 
grooming their candidates to appear moderate. If Republicans want 
to rebound in 2008 and to retain the presidency, candidates with 
distance from the current administration are sorely needed. No 
matter what happens in the future, much hangs in the balance of 
what becomes of the next two years in Congress and one can only 
hope that some of these lessons will not have to be learned twice. 
Contact David Ernest at dwernest@liberty.edu. 
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NICE HAT — Derek "Chap Stique" Mount plays the guitar as tans cheer on the band. PiAYlNG LEAD — Lead singer Solomon "Soul Glow Activator" Olds kept the crowd jumping. 
Military Appreciation Day 2006 
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ALEX TOWERS 
I of the armed forces pledged their allegiance to the American flag along 
er crowd on Military Appreciation Day. 
THE NAVY'S FINEST — Chaplain Lt. Bruce Crouterfltid was the keynote speaker at convo-
cation. He is a Liberty grad and was also a chaplain with the Liberty Baptist Fellowship. 
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Men's Basketball Baer's Blathers 
The Flames survive Matthew Baer 
Cedarvwe as they examines the new 
prepare to travel to basketball and 
Oklahoma. rules of the NBA. 
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Smith golden as Flames pillage Buccaneers 
By Dave Thompson 
SPORTS REPORTER 
Coming off a critical victory over 
Western Carolina last week, Lib-
erty headed into Saturday facing 
what could have been listed as the 
most unlikely potential win of the 
season. 
The visiting Buccaneers from 
Charleston Southern University 
came to Lynchburg riding a wave 
of momentum that seemed unstop 
had won 14 pable. The Bucs 
straight games, including the first 
nine of this season, and showed no 
signs of letting up. But Flames 
quarterback Brock Smith and the 
COLT FREEMAN 
SPRINTING TO SIX — Junior Brandon Turner dashes down the field during his lone touchdown catch. Turner had 110 yards on five 
catches as he and the Flames offense posted 34 points on a previously undefeated Charleston Southern defense. 
offense had alternate plans for the 
steamrolling Bucs. 
In the end, it was Smith and the 
Flames who routed undefeated 
Charleston Southern 34-20. Early 
dominance prevailed as the Flames 
showed great balance on offense 
on both of their first two drives. 
Liberty marched seamlessly 
down the field as it went 80 yards 
on the opening drive on six plays 
that took only 3:15 off the clock. 
The drive featured an unusual trick 
play that involved Smith and run-
ning back/backup quarterback 
Zach Terrell. 
Smith took the snap and tossed 
the ball to Terrell, who initially 
appeared to look for a receiver on 
the right side of the field. Instead, 
he turned back to the left and put 
the ball squarely into Smith's wait-
ing hands, which netted the 
Flames 27 yards. 
"(Flames offensive coordinator) 
Coach Wachenheim said that the 
first time we broke the 50-yard line 
(that) we were gonna run that 
play," said Smith. "It was kind of 
nerve-wracking, to be totally hon-
est." 
Terrell finished off the drive two 
plays later, rushing eight yards for 
the touchdown. The Flames missed 
the extra point, which has been an 
issue all season for Liberty. 
That disappointment, however, 
was quickly overshadowed when 
Liberty's defense took the field and 
put a quick end to the Buccaneers 
five play drive that spanned but a 
third of the field. 
Taking a touchback on the punt, 
Liberty again moved easily across 
the field scoring after only five 
plays on a drive that culminated in 
a' 56-yard pass play from Smith 
into the hands of Brandon Turner. 
Turner's 110 yards on the day set 
the mark for the most receiving 
yards in a single game by a Liberty 
player this season. 
Smith also posted a single-game 
best in passing yards this season 
with 224, his second 200-plus 
passing game of the year. 
The only appearance of a shift in 
momentum came on a punt in the 
second quarter. The Flames special 
teams faltered when Ben Beasley's 
kick was fielded by C.J. 
Hirschman, who proceeded to run 
63 yards in the opposite direction 
for a touchdown, cutting Liberty's 
lead to 13-7. 
The Flames answered right back 
by scoring a special teams touch-
down of their own. Wynton Jack-
son fielded the CSU kickoff at the 
Liberty 20-yard line and upstaged 
Hirschman by running 80 unhin-
dered yards. 
The touchdown gave Liberty a 
decisive 20-7 lead. The Buccaneers 
would never again come within 
two touchdowns of Liberty. 
"It was very relaxing," said 
Smith. "Once we pretty much iced 
the game, we knew we could start 
running the ball." 
Liberty's rock-solid defense did 
its job again by holding CSU, 
which had been averaging 28 
points per game, scoreless through 
three quarters — save the special 
teams touchdown. 
Bucs quarterback Collin Drafts 
perhaps suffered most from Lib-
erty's hungry defensive unit, sus-
taining an injury to his left leg that 
sidelined him in the third quarter. 
This injury gave Buccaneers 
backup quarterback Eli Byrd some 
playing time. 
Please see FOOTBALL, page B3 
Women's basketball spears the Spartans 
By Jennifer Schmidt 
LES SCHOFBR 
LEADING THE WAY—Megan Frazee (40) drives against a Norfolk 
State defender. Frazee finished with 19. points and 13 rebounds. 
SPORTS REPORTER 
On Saturday, the Liberty's women's 
basketball team opened its season with a 
decisive 91-53 victory over non-conference 
opponent Norfolk State at the Vines Cen-
ter. 
Coach Carey Green, beginning his 
eighth year with the Lady Flames, was 
returning from last year's 25-6 season with 
the same 14 players. 
Only 30 seconds into the game, Liberty 
was on the boards with a lay-up from sen-
ior Karolina Piotrkiewicz off an assist from 
sophomore Megan Frazee. 
After two more buckets, the Flames hit 
the only turbulence they would experience 
the whole game. 
Between the fourth and sixth minutes of 
the game, Liberty had five turnovers and 
lost its lead to a quick Spartan team, which 
responded from a 6-1 disadvantage to a 6-9 
advantage. 
The Flames pressured Norfolk's'defense 
and garnered three points from free 
throws, but for a long five minutes Liberty 
did not post any regulation time points 
until Megan Frazee took a jumper that 
sent the game to 9-16. 
Within a minute and a half, Liberty 
brought the game to 18-18 for the last tie 
of the game. With all Flames players con-
tributing, Liberty took a solid lead and 
held Norfolk scoreless for a six-minute 
stretch. 
Coming off of the bench, sophomore 
Rebecca Lightfoot contributed nine of her 
11 points in the first half, which ended with 
Liberty leading 47-27. 
Continuing to extend their lead, the 
Lady Flames were led by the Frazee 
triplets, who pounded the boards, hit lay-
ups and drew fouls. 
Liberty never let Norfolk within more 
than 18 points of its lead and, midway 
through the half, grabbed a 30-point lead 
that it never lost. 
Throughout the game, junior Roli-Ann 
Nikagbatse gave an added spark from the 
bench, contributing 10 points, and sopho-
more guard Rachel Hammond added nine 
points and five rebounds. 
In the win over Norfolk, Megan and 
Moriah Frazee led the Flames in points 
scored and rebounds by combining for 33 
points and 20 rebounds. 
Please see WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, page B3 
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Life 
At 
Liberty 
Volleyball 
vs. Coastal Carolina, 
Tues. 7 p.m. 
Women's 
Basketball 
vs. Columbia Union, 
Thurs. 8 p.m. 
Hockey leaves Terrapins shell-shocked 
ByAJ.Karidis 
SPORTS REPORTER 
The University of Maryland vis-
ited Liberty this weekend in hopes of 
upsetting the Flames, who were then 
the i2th-ranked Division-I team in 
the American Collegiate Hockey 
Association, but they left with two 
losses and a bunch of bruises. 
In the first game of the weekend 
series, Liberty walked all over Mary-
land on the way to its first shutout of 
the season at 9-0. 
Junior net-minder Mike Binnie 
was the story of the game along with 
the Flames' hard-working offense. 
"When the goalie plays well, it 
helps with the momentum of our 
team. It's a momentum changer," 
said Head Coach Kirk Handy. 
Binnie's biggest save of the night 
came 11 minutes into the game when 
a neutral zone turnover allowed 
Maryland forward Matt Pennington 
to get loose on a breakaway. 
Binnie kept Liberty up by a goal 
with a diving poke check. It would 
prove to be the Terrapins' last real 
threat of the night. 
"The game started slow, but once 
we established a physical presence 
and started fore-checking we cre-
ated momentum and put the puck in 
the back of the net," said Handy. 
Freshman Kyle Dodgson opened 
the scoring five minutes into the first 
period when he took a pass from 
freshman standout Dave Semenyna 
and scored from a tough angle. 
Liberty really took control as the 
first period came to a close, netting 
two goals in the final three minutes. 
The first was scored by junior 
Kevin Dykstra and the second by 
sophomore Kevin Hendrix on 
another breakaway. 
Please see HOCKEY, page B2 
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GLIDING PAST THE TURTLES — The Flames whipped the Terps in both contests this weekend. The 
Flames next travel west for two games at the University of Arizona and one at Arizona State. 
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HOCKEY: Flames defeat 
Maryland, move to 12-3 
Continued from page B1 
Within the first minute-and-a-half 
of the second period, the Flames 
added goals from freshman Zac Bau-
man and senior Jordan Wilson to go 
up 5-0. 
Then things got dicey. Halfway 
through the second period, Maryland's 
Ryan Daniels pinned Dodgson to the 
ice. After the play, Dykstra confronted 
the Terrapin defender in defense of his 
teammate. The Flames seemed to feed 
off that confrontation the rest of the 
game. 
"That's something we talk about," 
said Handy. "We know we're a better 
hockey team than (they are). We need 
to play at our level and outwork them." 
Liberty did just that and more. The 
Flames tacked on four more goals in 
the second from Semenyna, sopho-
mores Josh Ahier and John 
Langabeer, and Bauman, who netted 
his second of the game to close the 
scoring. 
The second game of the series 
seemed to pick right up where the first 
left off. 
Liberty controlled the puck in the 
offensive zone with a hard-working 
forecheck, and three minutes into the 
game they broke through. Semenyna 
took the puck from the right point and 
weaved around two defenders before 
single-handedly finishing the play 
with a quick wrist-shot pass the 
goalie's stick side. 
Semenyna's impressive puck-han-
dling netted him three goals during 
the two-game series. 
"Dave is an older freshman," said 
Handy. "His poise and calmness with 
the puck is what sets him apart." 
"I worked in Las Vegas for three 
years," said Semenyna. "At first it 
(playing at Liberty) was hard because 
I wasn't in shape. Slowly but surely it 
is coming back, though." 
Maryland finally put the puck in the 
net for the first time on the weekend 
when Pennington poked a wrist shot 
just past Binnie's glove late in the first. 
He would add another late in the 
game. 
"We had some mental lapses on 
their two goals," said'Handy. "We were 
trying to score rather than defend our 
own end." 
Things got rough again in the sec-
ond period when a scrum broke out in 
front of the net. Terrapins goalie 
Jeremy Chernock got involved, caus-
ing Binnie to cross center ice and con-
front him. The two wrestled to the 
ground before they were broken up, 
and each was handed a game miscon-
duct. 
"It's hockey. Sometimes, even your 
goalie has to come past the center-line 
to send a message," said Semenyna. 
The message was sent as Liberty 
took the second game 7-2. The 
Flames (12-3) now head on the road 
until after Christmas break for some 
tough games. On Nov. 17 and 18, the 
Flames square off against the Univer-
sity of Arizona while they face Arizona 
State on Sunday, Nov. 19. 
"We're excited about the games 
coming up. Arizona and Arizona State 
should be a good test for us," said 
Handy. "We aren't playing to beat 
Maryland. We are playing to win a 
national championship." 
"I think we can (win the national 
championship)," said senior captain 
Jon Ziegler. "It's going to be tough. 
We have to get hot at the right time 
like Oast season's team) did. I think we 
have quite a good shot." 
Contact A J. Karidis atarkaridis@lib-
erty.edu. 
Oops, our mistake! 
In last week's football article, quarterback Spencer Landis was referenced 
as the quarterback for Western Carolina. The quarterback is actually Todd 
Spitzer. We apologize for the mix-up. 
During the NBA off-season, 
Commissioner David Stern imple-
mented several new changes into 
the NBA game. New rules and a 
new ball were both applied — 
today, we will examine those 
changes. 
First off, we will discuss the new 
ball. Moving away from the stan-
dard leather ball, Stern changed the 
official ball to a rubber ball made by 
Spalding that, according to NBA 
players, gets very slippery when wet 
and is just harder to grip in general. 
Yet, according to the NBAs offi-
cial Web site, the ball features a 
"new design, with new material 
that together offer better grip, feel, 
and consistency than the (previous) 
leather ball. 
"This is the first change to the 
official ball in over 35 years, and 
only the second in 60 seasons." 
According to the NBA's Web site, 
the last change was modifying the 
ball from a four-panel ball to an 
eight-panel ball. 
The latest NBA player to speak 
up about his dislike for the new ball 
was none other than the NBA 
poster child, LeBron James. 
In an interview with si.com, 
James said, "It's not a good basket-
ball. It kind of feels like a basketball 
you buy for your kids at Christmas 
or something." 
So who else has spoken out 
about the ball? Most of the big 
names, like Shaquille O'Neal, 
Dwayne Wade and Steve Nash 
among others, are the ones crying. 
James continued to say that 
"Sometimes it feels good, some-
times it doesn't. It's got no consis-
tency." 
So why would Stern implement 
a new ball without testing it out 
with the biggest names in the 
game? Well, he did — to an extent. 
Stern brought in retired players 
Steve Kerr and Mark Jackson to 
participate in testing the new ball, 
according to NBA.com. And what 
bigger format than the league's All-
Star Game where all the "stars" are 
present? 
Last season's All-Star Game, 
which was held in Houston, was 
played with the new ball. "I was the 
MVP of that game," James remind-
ed si.com. 
So if James didn't speak out 
after that game, then why does he 
expect the league to listen now? 
There are a lot of players not 
complaining about the ball, and 
that's what the league will focus on 
rather than the big mouths that do. 
For example, one of the players 
off to a fast start — the Los Angeles 
Lakers Lamar Odom — has not said 
anything negative against the ball. 
He is averaging 19.6 points per 
game through the first two weeks of 
the season. 
Another player who hasn't been 
negative is Jarrett Jack of the 
Portland Trail Blazers. He told 
Columbian.com that he likes the 
new ball. He said that it is true that 
it does not bounce quite like the old 
one, but "As long as it fits through 
the rim, it's fine with me." 
Why are there not more stars 
with his attitude? Life is about 
change, and success is measured by 
how you adjust to it. 
The other thing that this year's 
players need to adjust to is the zero-
tolerance policy incorporated by 
Stern and his team. 
Stern felt that the NBA was 
being overtaken by cry-babies and 
guys were dragging the game out 
because of complaining. 
After 68 total games played to 
this point, there have been 67 tech-
nicals and five ejections (not 
including coaches), according to 
ESPN.com. 
I believe that this is one thing 
that Stern will not back down on, 
though. I could see him maybe 
going back to the old ball if more 
and more complaints arise, but I do 
not think that the new rules will 
change — and they should not. 
NBA players have developed a 
reputation as "thugs" and "gang-
sters" who don't care about any-
thing except money. 
Players who don't care about a 
team prize - they just want that 
"bling" around their necks instead 
of the team trophy. That rep had 
gotten so bad that last season the 
NBA implemented a dress code — 
. this year, the new zero-tolerance 
rules. 
What do the players need to 
have happen for them to get the 
point that the league wants them to 
just play the game? 
I do feel that the officials need to 
loosen up a little, though. For 
example, if a player gets a T for 
throwing his arms in the air after a 
pivotal call, then that is too far. But 
if he gets in the face of the official 
and harasses him, there is no rea-
son he should not be punished. 
There have been too many TV 
monitors thrown on the court, bas-
ketballs kicked and expletives 
thrown around for the league to not 
do something. This year the league 
has fought back — and they have 
landed some punches. 
As James told si.com, 
"Technicals are being thrown like 
Peyton Manning passes. You have 
to watch what you say, and me 
being an emotional player, I've 
always been passionate about the 
game. So I've got to be cool." 
There is a lot to adjust to this 
season in the NBA, and if they are 
going to have a good year, the guys 
need to alter their mindset and just 
"be cool." 
Contact Matthew Baer at 
mdbaer@liberty.edu. 
Located on Fort Ave, next to 
CVS, IHOP is open 24 hours, 
7 days per week! 
Libert} Students 50% off all 
entrees with student ID 
All Dav Tuesday and Thursday 
(With Drink Purchase) 
(5 am - 12 am 
NOW HIRING 
For Full and Part-Time Positions 
Come hungry, leave happy. 
Contact Lens 
Event 
November 
22, 24, &25 
ALL CONTACT 
LENSES 
REDUCED! 
Plus, free eyeglasses and 20% off 
holiday goods with purchase of 
annual supply. 
ONLY in the Vision Center in 
WalMart in Madison Heights 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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FOOTBALL: F l a m e s h o p e t o WOMEN'S BASKETBALL: Lady Flames 
finish strong against VMI pleased with home opener win 
Continued from page B1 
Byrd's enjoyable stay saw 
him get sacked twice and 
throw an interception. 
He did manage one pass-
ing and one rushing touch-
down late in the fourth quar-
ter when the game was virtu-
ally decided. 
Fans swarmed the field 
and the Gatorade poured as 
JESSICA WF.BKR 
RIDE THE LIGHTNING — Running back Zach Terrell (7) scores in the Flames'drub-
bing of Charleston Southern. Terrell rushed for 89 yards and 2 touchdowns. 
the final seconds ticked 
away. 
"They definitely con-
trolled the line of scrim-
mage.... I felt like the tempo 
of the game was such that we 
were playing catch-up," said 
Charleston Southern Head 
Coach Jay Mills. "I felt like 
this was the best team we 
would see to date." 
With the win, Rocco has 
taken the Flames from a l-io 
season to a 5-5 team that 
beat its first nationally 
ranked opponent since 1997, 
when the Flames went 9-2. 
"I was really proud of our 
football team today," said 
Rocco. "For us to go out 
there and beat a team...with 
a 14-game winning 
streak...really pleases me." 
Liberty hopes to keep 
enough momentum to beat 
VMI next weekend in Lex-
ington, Va. 
The win would propel 
Rocco and the Flames into 
next season with a three-
game winning streak and a 
6-5 record. 
Contact Dave Thompson at 
dbthompson@liberty.edu. 
Continued from page B1 
"They came strong in the beginning, but we 
clamped down on defense - (we) got in their faces 
and on the boards," said Megan Frazee. "We need 
to look at the post more often, but the strength of 
our team is the versatility of our players who know 
multiple positions." 
"We did not have a tactical problem - our 
starters were not taking enough looks, but give 
credit to the bench who came out and gave that to 
us," said Green. 
A total of 13 players posted points for Liberty. 
"We shared the ball tonight and everyone had 
opportunities," Green said. "The contribution was 
great, and we had 14 who played tonight." 
Liberty also out-rebounded the Spartans 62-
37, a statistic that Green was pleased with. 
"Rebounds are the biggest area of the game as 
far as controlling the game is concerned. I'm very 
pleased with our getting on the boards," he said. 
The sophomores of the team combined for 66 
out of the 91 points and for 33 of the 62 rebounds. 
"The sophomores are the backbone of this 
team, even if they are young in learning. The sen-
iors are learning their leadership roles and we're 
growing," said Green. 
Green stated that the team has an advantage 
by returning 14 players from last year, but was 
cautious about them potentially getting compla-
cent. 
"We have challenges ahead, but we are grow-
ing and have set our stated goals," said Green. 
Appearing for her first game since injuring her 
knee mid-season last year, Megan Frazee left lit-
tle doubt in anyone's mind that she had returned 
bigger and stronger. With 19 points and 13 
rebounds, Frazee surpassed her season averages 
of last year. 
"She has worked so hard and is no doubt 
stronger today than she was last year," said Green. 
"I had some nerves coming into the game, but 
that gets you pumped up," said Frazee. "I have to 
give God all the glory for what I learned and how 
I've come back." 
Liberty next faces non-conference rival George 
Mason on the road Tuesday, Nov. 14, and hosts 
Columbia Union at home on Nov. 20. 
Contact Jennifer Schmidt at jschmidt@lib-
erty.edu. 
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HOW HIGH CAN YOU GO? — Moriah Frazee outjumps 
the Norfolk State defenders for an offensive rebound. 
Frazee finished with 14 points and seven rebounds. 
Liberty wrestling prepares for first home match of the year 
By Jake Petersen 
SPORTS REPORTER 
Coming off a 2-1 victory in its first 
competitive wrestling match of the 
year at the Hokie Classic, the newly 
implemented Liberty University 
wrestling program geared up for its 
November 8 tri-match with Campbell 
University and ACC powerhouse 
North Carolina State. 
After winning matches against 
Anderson and James Madison at the 
Classic, the Flames looked to continue 
their winning ways, traveling to 
Raleigh, N.C, to face off against 
Campbell University and the 
Wolfpack. 
Liberty got on the scoreboard 
quickly in the 125-pound weight class, 
with freshman Sean Katz pinning 
Campbell's Richie Apolinar at the 4:21 
mark. That set the tone for the Flames 
right off the bat. 
Zachary McCray (133) delivered 
next, winning his decision by a score 
of 4-0 over Caleb Nesnoff. However, 
the Camels were able to cut the lead 
when Kelin Bidelspach won his battle 
with Liberty's Dustin Hicks by a score 
of 19-3-
With Liberty up 9-3 in the match, 
Aaron Kelley, Shaun Smith and Chad 
Porter all rattled off victories, giving 
the Flames a comfortable 21-3 lead 
that they would not relinquish. 
Campbell's Dillon Landi was able to 
rack up six points when he pinned 
Liberty's Joseph Son in just 55 sec-
onds, but the Camels never threat-
ened the rest of the match, as 
Jonathon Campbell, Rory Bosek and 
heavyweight Patrick Walker all picked 
up victories for the Flames, sending 
them to a 36-9 victory. 
The Flames then hit the mats 
against the host N.C. State Wolfpack. 
In this match, it was all Wolfpack 
from the start. Katz was unable to 
duplicate his performance from the 
ALEX TOWERS 
SPARRING IN THE RING — A Liberty wrestler is locked in tight competition. The Flames 
(4-4) will host their first home match of the season on November 22. 
previous match, opening up with a 9-
5 loss to State's Taylor Cummings. His 
older brother, Garrett Cummings, 
used all the tricks in his bag to defeat 
Liberty's Zachary McCray by a major 
decision score of 13-3, using three 
takedowns to score four points for the 
Wolfpack. 
State's Darrion Caldwell increased 
his team's lead to 13-0 when he was 
able to pin Liberty's Ryan McDonnell 
in 1:35. Liberty's only points of the 
match came on a forfeit at the 184 
pound division as N.C. State dominat-
ed the rest of the match and went on 
to win 32-6. 
Despite the loss to N.C. State, the 
Flames increased their record to 3-2 
on the season and prepared for a quad 
match in Charlottesville, Va., against 
the University of Virginia, George 
Mason University and Delaware State 
University. 
Delaware State dropped out on 
Saturday, which automatically gave 
each team a forfeit victory. Liberty 
opened up the match against George 
Mason, but Katz and McCray fell to 
GMUs Joe Coughlin and Will Powars 
9-1 and 4-3, respectively, and fell 
behind early 6-0. 
Liberty's Tim Harner recorded the 
Flames' first three points of the night 
after he defeated GMU's Dave Emison 
9-4, but Liberty was unable to get 
things going after that as George 
Mason cruised to a 27-15 victory. 
Smith recorded three more points 
after his win over Robert Henry and 
Porter made things interesting with 
his pin of Daniel Cook. But the Flames 
were unable to score the rest of the 
night until heavyweight Walker post-
ed three more points in his 10-4 victo-
ry over Ryan Kittrick. 
In its match against UVa, Liberty 
was held scoreless until Kyle Walters' 
forfeit victory in the 174-pound weight 
class. 
Heavyweight Patrick Walker con-
tinued to ride his hot streak, increas-
ing his personal record to 7-1 with his 
3-1 victory over Scott Smith, but the 
Flames never got anything going as 
UVa dominated its home tournament 
with the 31-9 victory. 
On the season, Liberty's record is 
an even 4-4. The team will travel next 
week to the home of the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Md. and will 
host its first home match of the year in 
the old football locker room on Nov. 
22 in a quad match with James 
Madison, Campbellsville and New-
berry. 
Contact Jake Petersen atjtpeter-
sen@liberty.edu. 
WARRANT OFFICER 
FLIGHT TRAINING 
If you are 19-28 years old, have a high 
school diploma and are otherwise 
qualified, you may apply to the Warrant 
Officer Flight Training program and learn 
to fly one of the Army's sophisticated 
helicopters. You may qualify for $37,224 
for college through the 
Montgomery Gl Bill. 
To find out more, contact 434-385-1 602. 
f 
BROWNSTONE 
PROPERTIES, INC 
We Proudly Offer 
• Single Family Homes 
• Townhomt's/Apartments 
• Short Term Rentals 
• Optional Washer/ I>yer 
• Call for current Specials 
* 
Visitusunliiwat 
www.browiisUwpiopertu.'s.aun 
Pflf a complete listing 
of available properties. 
385-1025 
1(68 Oaves Mill Uoau 
infoto'brawnstoiK'properties.coni 
ta IB 
OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL 
After you earn your bachelor's degree, 
you may qualify to become an Army 
officer. During officer candidate school, 
you will learn valuable management and 
leadership techniques. You may qualify 
for $37,224 for college through the 
Montgomery Gl Bill. Or pay back up to 
$65,000 of qualifying student loans 
through the Army's Loan Repayment 
Program. 
To find out more, contact 434-385-1602. 
FecfxKinko's* 
Office and Print G 
fedexkinkos.com imOflfafa 
IST.raaiteritifN 
ftfcte* 
Make it. Print it. Pack it. Ship it. 
391 IE Wards Road Lynchburg, VA 24502 
434.832.8236 fax 434.832.6490 
Coffee House tryouts 
going on now! 
When: November 13-t 6 
4p.m. - 8p.m nightly 
Where: Student Life Office 
"Tryouts arc on a first-come first-serve basis 
*&ring any instruments necessary and bring ALL 
members of your act 
*AII acts must be CHRISTMAS-themed 
CAN K ANY FORM OF ENTERTAINMENT: PANPS. SOLOISTS. VANCE. POETRY.. 
The Countdown 
begins... 
tti days until 
Christmas! 
/ 
BVW mm 
~ 
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Men's basketball ready for Oklahoma 
By Steve Clark 
SPORTS RKPORTRR 
"Screen right, screen right." 
"I got your help. Stay there. 
Stay there." 
"Carolina, man, CAROLINA." 
The sounds of college basket-
ball were alive and well on the 
evening of Nov. 11, as Liberty's 
men's basketball team defeated 
the intense upstart Cedarville 
Yellow Jackets 76-62 behind 31 
points from Larry Blair, includ-
ing going i4-for-i4 at the free 
throw line. They also got 14 
points and nine rebounds from 
big man Alex McLean. 
At the start of every basketball 
season, coaches will be quick to 
say that their team has a lot to 
work on, that they have to get 
better on defense, they have to 
talk more. They need to rebound 
better. 
This game was no exception, 
as the men's basketball team 
played their second exhibition 
game. Coming off a loss to ninth-
ranked Division-II Barton 
College, Liberty was a team on a 
mission. 
"We were definitely not happy 
with the loss to Barton College," 
said senior captain Damien 
Hubbard. "We knew coming in 
here that Cedarville was going to 
be a good match-up for us. We 
wanted to come out and play 
together and come out with a W, 
which we did." 
As the game started and play 
progressed, it looked as though 
Blair will continue to be the main 
scoring option for Liberty this 
season. 
Cedarville's plan was to give "To be honest, it didn't affect 
Blair varied looks defensively my game too much," said Blair, 
while he was on offense, a strate- "If I had a bigger guy on me, I 
gy he felt did not bother him. tried to use my quickness to get 
OLIVER SHBRRETT 
COMMANDING HIS TROOPS — Point guard Larry Blair, who finished with 31 points, 
barks out orders as the Flames' offense prepares to buzz the Yellow Jackets' defense in 
Liberty's final exhibition contest at the Vines Center on Nov. 11. 
around him, and if I was being 
played by a smaller guy I was 
able to get some good looks at the 
basket." 
The first half was typical of a 
new season — beaming with a lot 
of new faces. 
There were some good and 
not-so-good moments, but there 
were also some big contributions 
from several players. 
"I really felt like guys like 
Damien Hubbard and Rell Porter 
gave us a huge boost in their own 
ways," said Head Coach Randy 
Dunton. 
"Damien really provided a 
calming influence at the point 
guard position for us, and Rell 
did a lot of little things that led to 
easy buckets for Larry and Alex." 
Going into halftime with a 17-
point lead, Liberty looked like it 
had the game well in hand. 
However, the Yellow Jackets 
emerged from the halftime break 
as a very different team, quickly 
cutting the lead down to nine 
points. 
Play down low was getting 
very physical, and Cedarville's 
two big men, Daniel Rose and 
Ricardo Alliman, were giving 
Liberty some problems. 
Dunton called on McLean for 
some toughness and production 
down low. He delivered, scoring 
several key buckets and playing 
with an aggressiveness that 
Liberty really needed. 
"Yeah, it was getting real dirty 
down there in the second half, 
but I saw that I could be success-
ful if I made my moves and got 
into it," said McLean about the 
adjustment made by Dunton. 
"Their big guys were really 
athletic, but I just tried to stay 
tough and give my team a boost, 
which thankfully I was able to do, 
especially on the boards." 
The Flames finished the game 
with a 14-rebound edge and solid 
contributions from many of the 
players. 
"I think we saw that guys like 
McLean and Porter and Hubbard 
really earned the right to be out 
on that court," said Dunton. "I 
know we played 11 guys, but 
when you have a guy like 
(McLean) who comes out in the 
second half and leads the charge 
offensively and defensively, it 
makes my job a lot easier to know 
who I can count on." 
In a sense, Cedarville's out-
burst in the second half was the 
challenge the Flames needed to 
prepare for next week's clash 
with Big 12 powerhouse 
Oklahoma, which destroyed 
Norfolk State 99-36 in its season 
opener. Blair agreed. 
"Oh yeah, we really feel good 
about going in there," he said. "I 
think guys like myself and Alex 
and others really saw tonight the 
level that we are capable of play-
ing at, and we feel we got a good 
chance going down to Oklahoma 
to make a name for Liberty. 
We're just going to try and repre-
sent our school well and see what 
happens." 
The game will be played in 
Norman, Okla., on Thursday at 8 
p.m. It will be Liberty's first offi-
cial game of the season. 
Contact Steve Clark at sclark2 
@liberty.edu. 
Lady Flames fall on senior night, exact revenge on Radford 
By Adam Trent 
SPORTS RKPORTKR 
The Lady Flames split their last 
week of regular season play, falling 
3-2 to East Tennessee State on 
Tuesday night and then defeating 
archrival Radford 3-2 on Saturday 
afternoon. 
On Tuesday night, Liberty fell 3-2 
in a heartbreaker. Game one was 
tight, but the Lady Flames were able 
to pull it out 36-34. Game two was 
equally heart-pounding, but Liberty 
held on to its slim lead and won 30-
26. 
In game three, the Lady Flames 
started quickly before the East 
Tennessee State Lady Buccaneers 
showed why they were the Atlantic 
Sun Conference regular season 
champions. Down 16-11, they clawed 
their way into the lead to win 30-24. 
With their confidence shaken, the 
Lady Flames fell in game four 30-18. 
In game five, the Lady Buccaneers 
took an early lead and held off a 
Liberty rally to win 15-13 for the 
match. 
"We've actually been in this posi-
tion a few times this year, and early 
on in the preseason, we would actu-
ally be the team that would come out 
ahead after intermission and lose in 
five games. We knew how to win," 
said East Tennessee State Head 
Coach Lindsey Devine. "You have to 
give a lot of credit to Liberty. They 
did a very good job of scouting us. 
Setter Kallie Corbin was dynamite. 
She ran a really good offense and 
brought her team up to a new level of 
play, and I am pleased with how 
Liberty played." 
Corbin recorded her third triple-
double of the season with 11 kills, 20 
digs and 48 assists. 
"We could not get in system and 
became predictable. They started to 
gain momentum and confidence," 
said Liberty Head Coach Shane 
Pinder. 
"We did everything we needed to 
in the first two-and-a-half games, 
and then we couldn't close when we 
had our opportunity and let a great 
team wake up. Everything was work-
ing, and then the passing game broke 
down and we started playing not to 
lose instead of to win." 
"I think it just put us in a situation 
that we can learn from it and prepare 
us to go to five games in the tourna-
ment and close in that last game," 
said senior middle blocker Autum 
Black. 
Tuesday night was also senior 
night for the Lady Flames. Black and 
fellow senior middle blocker Rachel 
Denton were both honored prior to 
the match, and each reflected on her 
experiences after it was over. 
"The team — from the coaching 
staff to the girls — has a strong faith 
in God which makes our bond even 
tighter because we all believe in the 
same thing," said Black. 
Denton had an ankle injury and 
was unable to play Tuesday night. "It 
was really sad," she said. "You see 
senior year every year and just how 
important it is to the seniors. First, 
you think you will never get there, 
and then its here and not getting a 
chance to play is hard. But there is 
more to life than volleyball and my 
life will go on." 
Despite not being able to play dur-
ing senior night, she feels that she 
benefited from being on the team. 
CALEB ATKINS 
HERE IT COMES — Lara Bartolomeo and teammate Alysson Sanders prepare for the ball 
Tuesday in the Vines Center. Liberty has a 11-17 overall record with one game remaining. 
"I enjoyed competing at such a 
high level, and I met some of the 
most amazing girls I have ever met in 
my life. I have learned so many les-
sons through trials I have gone 
through, and I have overcome them, 
said Denton. 
"It has taught me so much, so I 
will look back on it with fond memo- • 
ries, and I am a better person from it 
all," 
The Lady Flames came back from 
that heartbreaking loss to break 
Radford's heart 3-2 (27-30, 26-30, 
30-28, 30-26,15:13)-
"On Tuesday night, we were at the 
other end of this thing. They put 
themselves in a position to show a lot 
of character and they showed it 
tremendously fighting through the 
match," said Pinder. 
With the win, the Lady Flames are 
seeded third in the Big South 
Conference tournament and will 
host sixth-seeded Coastal Carolina in 
the first round at the Vines Center 
tonight at 7 p.m. 
The semifinal matches will be 
held on Friday at High Point starting 
at 4:30 p.m. with the final match on 
Sat. at 4 p.m. 
Contact Adam Trent at jatrent 
@liberty.edu. 
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Fall Tanning 
SPECIAL! 
$30 for one month 
unlimited tanning 
(with student I.D.) 
Tanning Studio 
We are located 
close lo campus 
on Wards ltd, 
next to New Lile 
Christian 
Bookstore 
4J4.2i7.2SKO 
(Aocce M tty-fi aUre&s: 
Beef Tips w/ Onions »jOven Fried Chicken • Honey 
Baked Ram • Fried Flounder 
c/" /Y" • / / 
j>u(£ tits/us i/u't«/(e: 
Whipped Potatoes • Green Beans • Sweet Potato 
Casserole • Corn Pudding • Cole Slaw • Cinnamon 
Apples • Biscuits • Assorted Desserts • 
Assorted Beverages 
All items offered for one inclusive price 
AOulli JI2.00 • Children under 12 MOO • 2 and under FREE 
Private rooms available for Wedding Receptions, 
Rehearsal Dinners, Birthday Dinners and Business 
Retreats. 
Separate Menus Available 
A 
fft. 
'?'**?** • .4 mm* • 
— •
 M 1 T* m - " •• * 
}(,•<„,: /•,.. S 4,-30-.'J;0O'PM 
(0,11 y,«. UfaakiJUt: fikfte -t*0 I.M>( 
NOVEMBER 14,2006 THE LIBERTY CHAMPION, Page B5 
Did you know? 
In the U.S., 675 million pounds of turkey are eaten on 
Thanksgiving alone. 
• www.juiceenewsdaily.com 
Quote of the week: 
"As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the 
highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by 
them." 
— Joh n Fitzgerald Ken nedy, 
35th U.S. president 
Jayden Wells: "He truly is a miracle child" Side note: 
By Mandi Corbett 
LIFE! REPORTER 
I t had been ten years since she gave birth to her daughter Jordan when Beth Wells found out she was preg-
nant again. "I figured, 'I've done this 
once before — the second time around 
will be a piece of cake,'" Wells said. 
However, after the first ultrasound, 
Wells began to realize how very wrong 
she was. 
"Your child is in trouble," the doctor 
told Wells. The comfortable life she had 
once known began to crumble as the 
doctor informed her that she had no 
amniotic fluids. Wells was faced with 
the decision of giving birth immediately 
or taking the risk of waiting until the due 
date. 
"If it was your wife or your child, what 
would you advise?" she asked the doc-
tor. In a fog of disbelief, Wells found 
herself being rushed to the hospital to 
bring her son Jayden into the world six 
weeks early. 
Never had she heard a sweeter sound 
than the piercing screams of her new-
born son after seven hours of labor. "I 
thought that everything was fine," Wells 
said. However, within minutes of 
Jayden's birth, the delivery room doors 
burst open and a crowd of nurses came 
rushing in. "We need to take him with 
us," they said. 
PHOTO PROVIDED 
FAMILY — Lynchburg resident Bets' Wells poses with her son 
Jayden and her husband Ryan. 
Wells soon found out that Jayden 
was suffering from persistent pul-
monary hypertension, a condition in 
which an infant does not switch from 
fetal breathing to regular breathing and 
oxygen is'unable to pass through the 
lungs. Wells watched in disbelief as 
Jayden's little feet began turning black. 
"He looked like a horse compared to the 
premature babies in the hospital, and 
yet he was in the most critical condi-
tion," she said. 
"We were all really worried," said 
Kirk Petire, a former respiratory practi-
tioner at Virginia Baptist Hospital. "He 
was one of the worst cases I'd seen in a 
while." 
The doctors informed Wells they 
would need to put Jayden on nitric 
oxide, a gas that increases blood flow by 
dilating the arteries. "The oxygen level 
in Jayden's bloodstream had bottomed 
out. We needed to try the nitric oxide, 
and we needed to try it quick," Petrie 
said. What Wells did not realize was 
that Jayden was going to be the first 
baby to ever receive such a treatment at 
Virginia Baptist. 
A crowd of nurses and doctors stood 
by and anxiously watched, and within 
two minutes, Jayden's oxygen level 
went from 30 mm of mercury to 400 
mm. "Words cannot describe how 
incredible that moment was," Petrie 
said. "We were running 
around giving each other 
high fives." After four days, 
Jayden was taken off the 
nitric oxide treatment, and 
for the first time since he 
was born, Wells could 
embrace her son. 
Jayden is now two-and-a-
half years old, full of energy 
and very smart. "He can 
count to ten, he can say his 
ABC's and if you ask him 
who saved his life, he'll tell 
you it was Jesus," Wells said. 
"He truly is a miracle child." 
Contact Mandi Corbett at 
alcorbett@liberty.edu. 
PHOTO PROVIDED 
SIBILINGS — Jordan Wells holds her brother Jayden who, according to their mother, is truly a 
"miracle child." 
Two weeks after they were 
discharged, Wells and Jayden 
returned to the hospital to 
attend a party provided by 
Children's Miracle Network 
for babies and children that 
graduate from the Intensive 
Care Unit. At the graduation 
party, Wells learned that 
Children's Miracle Network 
had helped to provide the 
nitric oxide treatment that 
saved Jayden's life, along with 
his heart rate monitor, the iso-
lette which maintained his 
environment, the blood pres-
sure cuff on his arm and the 
reclining chair she slept in at 
his side. "Now we support 
Children's Miracle Network as 
much as we can," Wells said. 
"Every litde bit will make a 
difference in a child's life." 
Jack Whisler, president of 
Children's Miracle Network, 
said, "The equipment 
Children's Miracle Network 
provides for the Intensive 
Care Niirsery and Pediatric 
Unit at Virginia Baptist 
Hospital is made possible only 
through public support. All 
donations remain locally to 
provide medial equipment 
and emergency transportation 
for infants and children in the 
community." 
A great way to help support 
Children's Miracle Network, is 
at the Great Skate being held 
at the LaHaye Ice Center on 
Friday, Nov. 17. The Great 
Skate will feature Friends & 
Family Skate from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m., Rockin' Skate with K92 
from 10 p.m. to midnight and 
broomball from midnight to 2 
a.m. Admission is $5 at the 
door. For more information 
about Great Skate, stop by the 
LaHaye Ice Center or call 
1-800-CMN-FUND. 
Oxford alumnus gives C.S. Lewis lectures in Lynchburg 
By Jennifer Schmidt 
LIFE! REPORTER 
I n celebration of the 75th anniversary of C. S. Lewis' conversion to Christianity, 
Rivermont Evangelical Presby-
terian Church held its "Surprised 
By Joy" seminar this past week-
end, commemorating Lewis as 
an Evangelical Christian author. 
The Rev. Dr. Philip G. Ryken 
spoke throughout the Friday 
evening and Saturday morning 
sessions, offering insight not 
only on Lewis as a believer, but 
as an author, a critic and an 
artist. 
Ryken currently serves as the 
senior pastor • of Tenth 1 
Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia and admits that his 
speaking and teaching engage-
ments are more of an academic 
hobby. As the author of more 
than 20 books, with more on the 
way, Ryken says that he recom-
mends Lewis because his work 
brings pure joy to the reader. 
Throughout the seminar, 
Ryken discussed various aspects 
of the multi-faceted Lewis, shar-
ing that Lewis was well known 
for his literary criticism and was 
revered as a scholar who had 
studied at Oxford. 
According to Ryken, Lewis' 
view on art and literature was 
that they were much more than 
mere vehicles for philosophical 
ideas but rather actual composi-
tions worthy of study and admi-
ration. > 
Lewis frequently marketed the 
idea that literature should not be 
interpreted as to what it can do 
for the reader according to his or 
her own agenda, but rather the 
reader should receive the text 
and simply enjoy it. 
Kirsten Staaby, a senior who is 
studying English at Liberty, said 
that she was drawn to the semi-
nar because she had recently 
been reading some of Lewis' lit-
erary criticism. 
"I really enjoyed the seminar 
and the point of receiving a book 
instead of just using it. I was 
reminded to appreciate that 
truth comes through people's 
lives and into their writing," said 
Staaby. 
Concerning these approaches 
and the formation of "The 
Chronicles of Narnia," Ryken 
quoted Lewis as saying, 
"Everything began as images, 
and the element of Christianity 
pushed itself in of its own 
accord." 
Rather than composing an 
allegory for the express purpose 
of sharing the gospel, Lewis 
began a, story that eventually 
included the message of 
'Christianity. This distinction 
emphasizes the legitimacy of the 
series as literary art and not just 
creative packaging. 
The second-to-last session fea-
tured a dramatic reading from 
Lewis' "Voyage of the Dawn 
Treader," the third book pub-
lished in the Chronicles of 
Narnia series. The reading 
allowed for simple immersion 
and enjoyment of the text. 
After the presentation of two 
chapters, Ryken analyzed the 
conversion of Eustace Clarence 
Grubbs as it occurred in the 
book. 
In Ryken's words, the story 
details the truth of life, 
Christianity and conversion 
while effectively symbolizing 
spiritual rebirth. The story really 
emphasizes the necessity of 
Christ's work to save people from 
their sin. As Lewis put it, "Only 
the lion claws of Christ can save 
our dragon hearts." 
Au.x Ton Kits 
SCHOLAR — The Rev. Dr. Philip G. Ryken gave a series of lectures this past weekend at Rivermont Evangelical Presbyterian Church for a C.S. 
Lewis seminar. The event, titled "Surprised By Joy," marked the 75th anniversary of Lewis' conversion to Christianity. Ryken has authored 
over 20 books and studied at the world-renowned Oxford University. 
Another senior English major, 
Amber Lockard, came to the 
seminar to learn more about 
Lewis' life and his work as a liter-
ary critic. 
"I thought that the seminar 
was very well done, and the dra-
matic reading followed by the lit-
erary analysis was a great idea," 
said Lockard. 
Considering the impact that 
the Ryken's talks had on her own 
life, Lockard said, "As a student, 
I was encouraged to see that art 
and writing are valuable in and of 
themselves. As a person, I was 
encouraged to see the value of 
creativity and artistry that 
speaks (of) God's glory." 
Ryken, who holds bachelors' 
degrees in philosophy and 
English, along with a Ph. D. from 
Oxford in historical theology, 
came to Lynchburg expressly for 
this seminar because he loved 
the topic of Lewis and his conver-
sion, especially as he marked the 
75th anniversary. 
He describes Lewis as "one of 
his very favorite" authors, noting 
that the older he gets the more he 
grows to appreciate Lewis' 
works. 
"I would have to say that 'The 
Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe' is my favorite of all 
his works because it was the very 
first one that I read, but it also 
communicates the gospel more 
clearly than any of the rest," said 
Ryken. 
He also added that selecting 
just one book as a favorite was as 
difficult as choosing a favorite 
child. 
"The draw of Lewis is that his 
writing is beautiful and the mes-
sage is great," said Ryken. 
Contact Jennifer Schmidt at 
jschmidt@liberty.edu. 
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JESSICA WEBER 
"LITTLE WOMEN"—Liberty's Theatre Arts Department performs a delightful adaptation of Louisa May Alcott's classic book. The remaining shows will be after Thanksgiving break. Matinee showings will be at 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 2 ,3 and 9. 
All other performances - Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 ,2 ,3 ,7 ,8 and 9 - will occur at 7:30 p.m 
Sister Act: 'Little Women delights audiences 
JESSICA WEBER 
PROFESSOR BHAER—Aaron Bennet plays Jo's love. 
By Leslie Hagar 
LIFE! REPORTER 
L iberty University's Theatre Arts Department is helping kick off the Christmas season with the family-
friendly musical "Little Women." 
"This show was chosen for Christmas 
because it is for the entire family. They can 
come to it as a family celebration," said 
Director Linda Nell Cooper. 
Given the name of the production, the 
fact that the cast is mostly comprised of 
women will not come as a shock. The cast 
includes Sarah Koster as Jo, Heather .Allen 
as Marmee, Brittany Adkins as Meg, Kayla 
Powell as Beth and Ashley Wasson as Amy. 
"It was easy for me to identify with Jo 
because she is a strong-willed character, 
and I tend to be strong-willed," said 
Koster, who is a senior. "She is creative in 
a different way from me but she's very dra-
matic in everything. That is great." 
Although this is Roster's 14th produc-
tion at Liberty, "Little Women" has been 
different than the rest. "The responsibility 
is really scary but great. It's a well-written 
musical that had a few holes, but Mrs. 
Cooper helped fix that, and the music is 
beautiful," said Koster. 
Do not be deceived by the title - the 
show is quite demanding. "I don't rest," 
stmas 
nan 
( jk rMms for an Orphan provides a waj for jou to «f, 
Jesus loves jou and so do |... and J would like to pray 
forjwi. and give jou this small gift. It 1* a simple gesture 
(tot means more to these children than jou ean possiM}' 
j m a p e . £ yen their wish list is simple: 
• Joothpaste toothhrushes 
• ^ b a c t e r i a l ointment 
• Children's feverredueiiig medication 
> Hair accessories 
•fencilsorpens 
• [rajons or colored pencils 
• Si t ing pads 
i Vioall dolls or Matchbox cars 
• Hard candj 
• V) to help cover shipping costs 
VISIT www,woridhdp,iict 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Koster said. "I exit the stage to change 
clothes, but I don't have time to sit down." 
Another difficult element to this show is 
the set of clothes each actor wears. "These 
aren't costumes — they are period dress-
es," said Daisy Wheeler, the costume man-
ager for "Little Women." "The girls are 
wearing petticoats that are heavy, an 
under-layer skirt and an over-layer skirt. 
They are dressed as if they are the March 
family." 
Powell, who is one of the youngest mem-
bers of the cast, plays Beth, and she found 
it refreshing to be on stage. "It is a heck of 
a lot of fun," Powell said. "But it was hard 
getting the pacing down with six people on 
stage. One conversation flows a lot easier." 
She had to adjust to talking with multiple 
performers at the same time. 
The actors have spent nearly 100 hours 
in rehearsals over the past four weeks and 
have had to juggle school and work as well. 
Allen teaches dance classes at Dance 
Creations in Wyndhurst and is studying for 
her musical theatre degree, yet she still 
manages to carry the role of Marmee in 
"Little Women." Allen said, "Playing the 
girls' mother was easy because I love these 
girls, so I didn't have to fake the affection." 
During the opening weekend, the cast 
was put to the test as their show was 
tf§ 
entered into a competition known as the 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre 
Festival (KCACTF), a competition that 
"showcases the excellence in college the-
atre," as Cooper describes it. 
"The audience enjoys the show, but the 
judges understand what the stage manager 
is choreographing backstage, what the 
lighting designer has had to create, (and) 
what the actors have had to work through," 
said Cooper. "The audience may be enter-
tained by a certain actor but may not 
appreciate the craft of the other actors on 
stage. The judges understand this." 
Not every show can be entered into 
KCACTF's competition, Cooper said. If the 
show is nominated and makes it into a 
final competition, the show must travel to 
where the competition is held. 
"We learned with 'Monte Cristo' (a 
musical written and directed by Cooper) 
that the school can't afford to send a large 
cast to compete." 
Students looking for an upbeat and 
entertaining show should not miss out on 
"Little Women." The show runs Nov. 30, 
Dec. 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, and 9 at 7:30 p.m. and 
matinees at 2:30 p.m. on Dec. 2, 3 and 9. 
Contact Leslie Hagar at lahagar@liber-
ty.edu. 
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POWER. 
You have it. A calling to serve. As a chaplain 
in the Army National Guard you will serve in 
what may be the most critical mission of your 
lifetime. Your spiritual guidance and counseling 
provides comfort to those who need it most. 
Come lead a flock like no other. Please call 
today to learn more about being a chaplain in 
the Army National Guard. 
1-800-GO-GUARD 
www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 
